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(1) 
Two Remarkable 


PARADOXES 


I. That the World was Createdin-. 
an Inſtant, and not in ſix days, MY 


II That the World at the laſt day » 
ſhall not entirely be confum'd * 
(BEE Þ 2&2. 21 FRY A 


HE firſt of theſe two has been 4 Queſtion 

much diſputed among Theolopiſts, and'yer 

remains- undetermin'd for it is not any Atti- 
cle of Faith. I confeſs the moſt common, and moſt fol- 
lowed Opinion is, That which is beleiv'd to be moſt 
conformable to the LitteralSence of theBook of Gene- 
5; And Ido grant withal,that thoſe Authors who will 
not admit of the Litteral Sence of the Words, are the 
fewer number. Howeever they were men of Ad:ai- 
rable Learning, and particularly, St. Auſtiz, Philo Fu. 


| dens, Procupns, Cajrztan, and many of che Rabbrns, 


who beſt underſtood, and allegoriz'd the Bible by 
means of their Miſterious Keebbala,and the Traditions 
of their Anceſtors. 'Se 
With Submiſſion therefore T ſhall hear ſer down 
the following Reaſons, which ſeem to make it one , 
That the Creation of the World was done in an in- 
ſtane. | B76 
Firſt, It is an abſurdity to lay, That God created 
the World with diſtinQion of time, for two Reaſons, 
For then the Ad it ſelf could not be properly ſaid; 
Creare, to Create, but Facere, to Make; In "— 
A at 


God, who aQerh all chia 


(4) 
that Creation is not only to raiſe a thing out of no- 
thing, but to make it allo without Time. Which is 
an infinite Omnipotency only to be attributed to 


gs 10 an inſtant,and cannot be 


bounded by Time, | & #. _- 

Secondly, It would be an ablurdity to aflert thar 
Time ſhould be before Time it ſelf. For Time which 
is the meaſure only of Motion, began bur with theMo- 
tion of the Celeſtial Bodies, the Sun, Moon, and 


Stars, Now according to the Licteral Sence in Gene» 


fir, the Firmament which God called Heaven, was 


Created the ſecond day, but the Sun and Stars were 
not Created till the fourth day. How then could 
there be Days and Nights, which are nothing but 
T ime, before Time it felt ? | 

To this purpoſe let us hear Philo Fudens.upon this 
Point. Firſt, faith he, *tisa Simplicity roo groſs and 
ruſtick to believe the World was Created in fix Days 
or in certain Time; becaule that Time is no other 
then a Viſſitude and Continuation of Days and 
Nights, cauſed by the Motion of the Sun keeping his 
annual Courſe about the Earth. Secondly, Obſerve 
the very Text it (elf, which cells us firſt, in the Begin- 
ing, Bereſhith, God Created the Heaven ard the Farth ; 


and yet after chat it ſays again, That the Heavens were 


not Created till the ſecond Day,nor the Earth cill che 
third, In the ſame Text it is written, that the 


Light was Created the firſt day, but thar the Sun, 


the Moon, and the Starrs: were not Created til! the 
fourth day. And yet it is not rational to believe,that 
either the Day or the Light could be without the Sun 
and the Stars. For that Day is no other then the 
preſence of the Sun. _ | 

To which Iſhall- add tbus much more, that there 


ſeems to be a ſtrange incohcrence in the two Verfes . 


concerning the Creation-of Light ; in che Creating of 
which, 
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which, there ſeems to have bin two days ſpent. 
Which is an indecorum, to imagine, That after Omni- 
poten:y it felt had commanded, Let there be Light, 
tharthatCommand'had not been1ufficient for theCrea» 
tion of whatever pertained to Light, Which would 
inſinuate a kind of Agens Fruftra,to do the ſame thing 
rwiCe OVeCr. 

Bur to this, there are ſome who obje&, That this 
Lighr Created the firſt day, was a clear and bright 
ſhining Cloud ; which was diſſipated when the Sun 
was Created.Nothing more irrational to beleive, as if 
Omnipotency had bin in the Dark before, and could 
not begit his Work without a Light. So then, belides 
that theSeripture makes no mention of it:i{God; could 
work without it, as we are bound undoubtedly 
to believe, for what ſhould this Cloudibe good? Nor 
for the Creator moſtaſſuredly ; nor could it be ule- 
ful ro the Creatures whowere notCreated, as the Let- 
ter declares, till afrer the Sun. - So that this muſt be 
a very uſeleſs Cload, whict-would nos be ſerviceable 
either to the Archite& or to'; the Workman-(hip, 
Moreover, ſince God ſaw that the Light was good, as 
It is Writren, wherefore did he diſſipate it after the 
Sun was Created ? For we muſt notallow our (elves 
co imagine any Aion of the Creator (o' ircegular, 
25 to call that good'which he $(lipated the fourth day 
of its being,” -/ f | A 

So that where Faith does. not bind -ust0 beleive 
otherwiſe, *tis #he moſt rational Cometare that by 
the firſÞ Light was meadt the S#x ic (elf, gogetber with 
the Moon and Sears, which compleated: chat Light and 
were all included in che Command, --! +; / 

ln the nexrplace (hould we allow a ſeparation and 
diſtinftion of Tie ' according to the common Limi+ 
ration-of Days, it would follow that the Work ofche 


Creation was eaſter upon ſome days, then upon other, 
and 


and men might: thence conclude, that lome Com- 
mands of GodsOmiporency are more difficu't robeac- 
compliiied byhimeelt then ochers. Forwe may rationa!- 
ly conjecta'e that it coald nor take upſo much time co 
command Light, and to diſtinguiſh it from Darkneſs, 
as to expand the two Firmaments of Waters and 
conſolidate them 1n their proper Firmaments. Nei- 
ther can it be thonght fo difficule a Task to create the 
Earrh, as ro embelliſh the Heavens with ſo many 
Sphears, and ſo many Otbs of [adividual Stars And 
thus by making Omnipotency ſubje& to ſuch Acci- 
dents as thele, we give an inlet to thoſe conſequences 
which are not to be thought of in Theology. 

A fift Reaſon may be taken from the Text it (elf, 
which pouficively ſays; That in the Beginning, chat is, 
at the beginning of the Work, Gd Created the Hea- 
wvens and the Earth:;that is to (ay,by giving form to the 
Rude Maſs, and creating the Lighe ; and yer in the 
third Verſe it tells us of the Creation of the Light be. 
fore either. Whence it follows that he beſtowed ewo 
days, or at leaſt the part of two Days in Creating the 
Earth, as well as the Light. ——_— 
 Theſixt Argument is deduced from the Contrarie- 
ty of the Litreral Deſcription, which allows no leſs 
then four Days for the Creation of the Light, the Hea- 
vens, the Earth, and che Celeſtial Luminaries, and yer 
in the next Chapter we find theſe Words, Theſe are 
the Generations of the Heaven, and the Earth,when they 
were created, | Bj m, in the Day that the Lord God 
made the Earth and 'the Heavens. So that what 
was before diſtipguiſhed inco the Work of four days, 
is here (a1d to be done in- one and the ſame day. 

Another Argument may be gathered from hence, 
That in regard the World ſhall have an End in a Mo- 
ment, and in the Twinkling of an Eye, (o (adden ſhall 
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be our Change from the S!eep of Death to Immorta- 
licy, chere 1s the ſame likelybood andthe ſame pro- 
bability that jt was created ina Moment. Since it's 
Creation, andits End depend both upon the ſame 
Cauſe, which is God, who ſtill a&ts without Circum - 
ſtance ol diſtintion of Time. 


Again we may rationally conclude, that the Al- 
mighty, intending to lels in the Creation, then to 
give us an undeniable Evidence of his moſt incompre- 
heofible Omnipotency, it is not likely that he would 
delay to make that in fix days, which he could do in 
an Inſtant, The EffeQs of the Divinicy being to Us 
more Miraculous and Glorious in one Degree then in 
another, 

Neither is this Opinion altogether imaginary, - but 
in ſome meaſure grounded upon powerful Scripture, 
even upon the Words of God Himſelf, diſputiog out 
of the Whirle- Wind with Job inthe 38 Chapter of 
that Book, verſe 4. Where wert thou, faith he, when [ 
laid the Foundations of the Earth? Verſe 7. When the 
Stars of th: Morning ſang together, and the Sons of God 
ſhouted for joy * For what may we hence conjeture, 
but the Angels, Cocbe Boker, Stars of the Morning,and 
Bene Elobim, the Sons of God, beholding two ſuch 
miraculous Piles, together with their own as wonder- 
ful forms commanded at ſuch an Icſtant into a glori- 
ous being, gave Shouts of Praiſe and Acclamations of 
Joy, in admiration of the Great Creators Omnipoten-; 
cy. And indeed we there find the Voice of God de- 
livering the Story of his Incomprehenfible Wonders. 
with ſuch a lofty Brevity,that we may well believe he 
performed thoſe Wonders with the ſameSwiftaels that 
be ſpake them. | | | /.! 

Now that Man was Created at the ſame inſtant with 
the reſt, ſeems to be hinted by the Prophet. Enectifs 
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ſpeaking' to the King of Tyrus. Thou baft been in F- 
den, ſarth be, in the Garden of God: an preſently af- 
ter. The Workmanſhip of thy Drums and thy Flutes 
was prepartd'in thee, in the Day that thou waſt Created. 
Wheace we niay1olerr, thar Man, and the Creatures 
which were made tor his Sake, were all created in-the 
ſame Day, If then in the ſame Day, much more in 
complyarce with our ConjeQure, then with che Lit- 
teral:delcription of the firſt Chapter of Geneſcs. 

- Bar how then come+ it to pals, char the (icſt Ciiap- 
ter of Geneſis 14 fo exprels and fo careful in fetring 
downthediſtinftion of Days ? | 

"The Reafon'is this, faiths Procovius, that the Author 
might accommodate himſelf ro the Feebleneſs and 
rudeneſs of Humane Underſtanding, which is ſo inca- 
pable of the Myſtery of the Crearion, being lo high 
and difficule, that rhe Hebrews antiently. would'nor 
permir ir to be readbntbyAped perſons, orſuch aswere 
of a very ripe underſtanding. And this fame” preme- 
dirared compliance of the Writer, with that means of 
FomanCapacity,is evident by theOrder he kept,in the 
deſcription of rhe Creation of cheWorld, which is na- 
curally apprehended in the Generation of things : 
going Gradarim, and beginning firſt with a deſcripti- 
on-of the matrer, out of which all things were made, 
which he calls Tohu -aboby, Abyſſum &» rem inamem. 
Afrer that he brings this rude Maſs into form, Creates 
the Light, ſixes the Firmaments, ſhapes and adorns the 
Earth with Plants and Fraits, Creates the Sun, Moon 
and Stars,, repleniſhes the Sea, fils the Earth with all 
forts of living'Creatures, and then with a more deli- 
berate conſultation Creates Man in his own Image. 
Ard thus he meafares the work of the great Creator 
by the Rule of human Apprehenſion. Such a progreſ: 
fon of working fallirig moſt eaſily into the conje@nre 
of Faney. bs | 


After 
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Aſter all this, there is nothing more demonſtrates 


* che Truth of what has been ſaid, butthat which the 


Text tells us, that after the concluſion. of his work 
God reſted the ſeventh day, For to believe that God 
Refted, or had need of Keft, is ro make him ſubje& 
to the Inconveniencies of Labour, and! the advantas 
ges of | Recreation, which.is to diſhonour {the Omni- 
potency of the Creator in a moſt high Nature. / It. re- 
mains then, that'this way only {poken, more humane, 
and Allegorically, ' in, condelention ro human under- 
ſtandivg 3 which is alſo-ro be. underſtood, in the ſame 
manner of all-that went before, from whence we may 
fairly conclude, that the whole was no more then a 
conjeQtural Moral compil'd:/by the Lawgiver, - the 
more deeply to fix inthe minds of his People a Vene- 
ration of bis intended Sabatth; ſo Divinely neceffary 
for a ſeparate day of Holy Worſhip, and fo politically 
neceſſary for the reparation,of human Nature, ſpenc 
with continual toyl' and labour. There is another 
thing which mainly ſtumbles:.me, and-that is,. how 
long that dark and formleſy mazrer had. been'before 
the Creator feparated it into -form 2? 'For if it were 
Pr eexiſtent it might be Prazexiſtent ab eterno, for aty 
thing that is made out to thefcontrary.” + To. ſay it was 
Preexiftent but not Pr zexiſtent- ab eterno, for that God 
made 1t but a little before he made the World, is ooly 
to ſay that theCreator went to/work more like an Are 
chice& then a Deity, and that. be could /not Create the 
Univerſe with all its Beauty,: out of notbing, ag well 
as the Chaos ; and that he wanted a Primanm Materiam 
before he could ſhape, his Deſign. From whence we 
muſt conclude that. the Author of Geneſgx wrote this 
Chaprer, rather in condeſcention to mean and ordina- 
ry Capacities, who, are more apprehenſive of a lei- 
ſurely Gradation in the Creation of the World, then 
of an inſtant and miraculous AR. 0, 
pa DIBeY 
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I fay the Author of Geneſis, becauſe it is a thing 
ſtifly controverted whether Moſes were the Author 
or no, and that among Divines and other Learned 
Men of great value. by ſome of whom he is abſolutc- 
ly denied to be the {ole Author of thole fine. Books ; 
among the reſt, by St. Jerome and Maſins , one of 
the moſt learned Interpreters of the Bible of theſe 
latter Ages. Nor is it laid in any part of the Pentatench 
of rhe Bible, that God did ever diftate ro Moſes the 
Creation of the World, as he did the ten Command- 
ments;or that he ever wrote by the Spirit of P 

Again , 'it- can never be thought that the ſtory of 
the Creation of Man, could be written otherwiſe then 
as has been taid, when we conſider the Relation fo of- 
ren diſcompoſed, and find che ſame things repeated (e- 
veral times, which caus'd St. Jerome to ſay, that ſome 
of the latter Verſes were only Recapitulations or Re. 
heatſals of the former, For inthe 1ſt. Chap. v. 7. it is 
ſaid, So God Created Man in bis own Image, Male and 
Female Created be them ; at what time Ewe was not 
yet made. For wedonot hear of her being taken out 
of Adam's Rib till rhe Jateer end of the next Chapter, 
which was after Adam was put into the Garden of 
Eden. Nay the Command againſt eating the forbidden 
Frait maſt be either given to Eve , before ſhe had a 
being or notat all; there being no ſuch Command 
given to her in parricolar that we-find, which ſeeming 

ities the moſt learned Rabbins have ſalved by 
means of a certain Figure in the Greek call'd Hyſteron, 
Proteron, and by thern Mokedam menhbar, no way re- 
pugnant to Reaſon or Sence, So that this being 
no Arricle of our Faith, rather then to run 
our ſelves into Abſurdities and inconveniencies , 
we had better embrace a more probable Opinion, 


eſpecially being ſo much more for the honour of Gods 


Omnipotency, and the Glory of the whole Creati» 
ON. 


The 
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That the World at the laſt day ſhall not 
be totally conſumd With Fire. 


COS Pl oo ee A AP SE eo te m—_ a__ 


Everal of the Antient Philoſophers, more eſpe- 
cially the Pythagoreans and Peripateticks af- 
firmed that the World was incorruptible : and that 
it ſeem'd to them, Thar it was neither juſt nor 
reaſonable, that fuch a Miraculous and Glorious 
SeruQure ſhould be put out of Frame and ruin'd. 


Since them, ſome of the Holy Fathers and more | 
modern Philoſophers have been divided into two | 
contrary Opinions. Some of them allerting that 

in timethe World ſhall be corally ruin'd, burn'd and 

eonſum'd with Fire. 


Ochers 
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Others alledging that ir ſhall be only purg'd with 
Fire, and by that fierce Refining ſhall be o_o_ 
and rendred more perfect, - +2; 

- Both the--0ne ard-the other, 'of theſe. Opinions 
ſeem to be gr obunded” upon the Holy: Striptute. * * * 
The firſt derives its Authority from chele follow- 


09 Texts. 


Pal. 102. 25, 26. The Heavbns ave thi work of thy bands,they ſhall periſh, 
but thou ſhalt endure. _ 14. 12, So man lies down and $ we not till the 


Heavens ſhall be and Earth ſhal 

bur ny er ds ſhal gh Caſa, 2B os 
come 4s a Thief 5b Niche, am which che-Heev ens ſhatl 4&36- os oy 
great noſe, = the Lienen, ; ſhall melt with fervent Heat ; The Earth alſo, 


«1d the works-th I be burnt up. 
rpdlc hire fi $emcs laith, That neither the 


To _ 
Each '*borthe Frame and Connexion 
of things = fo ſupported and upheld by the Divi- 
nity) ſhall allways keep this Order, but that one day 


they (hall difcontinue their Courſe. | 


And tothe ſame purpole is that of Ovid. 
——————Befdes by Doome, | 


Of certain Fate, be knew the Time ſhonld come, 
When Heavw'n, Sea,Earth, and all the curious Frame, 
Of this worlds Meſs ſbould ſprink_ in purging F lame. 
Nor are theſe Authorities aforementioned without 
ſome Reaſons, or at leaft ſome appearances of Reaſon 
£o maintain and ſecond them. 
Firſt, That the Heavens and: the Elements were 
Created to be afliſting to the Generation and Corru 
tion of mix'd Bodies, which are in the World for he 


ſervice of mankind: but that after the day of Judgment, 


there ſhall be neither Generation nor corruption: nei- 
ther ſhall chere be 2ny tnore mixt Bodies, except human 
Bodies, to bepglorified-lor-condemn'd to Eternity. 
'The ſecond Reafon is this, that if the World ſhould 
remain after the great Judgment, there would be Time, 
ind Time depends upon the Courſe.and Motion of the 
World But Time ſhall be no more Rev. 10.6.Therefore 
the World ſhall continue no longer then Time doth. 
The 
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The . laſt Reafon is taken from hence, That as 


the World had a Beginning, ſo it ſhall bave an End. © 


The World therefore having had a Beginning, muſt 
allo have an End. "a 
This is that which they alledge, who are for the 
total Conſumption of the World ; againlt whom, 
they who maintain the contrary Opinion, believe 
themſelves no les ſupported by the following Argu- 
ments and Authorities. = 
Firſt then, to give a general Anſwer to the 
whole Matter incluſively, there is this to be obſer- 
ved ; That when the Scripture tells us, that the 
World ſhall periſh and paſs away, it ought to be un- 
derſtood of the Figure and Accidents of the 
World, and not of . Subſtance, as is literally ex- 
po" by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 7. 32., where he ſayes, 
hat the Faſhion of this World paſſetb away ; maegye 
= 4%, that is, the Form and Figure of the 
World. And this Interpretation ought to be 
obſerv'd in reference to the: afore-mention'd places 
of the Pſalmiſt, Job, St. Matthew, and Saint Peter. 
And therefore, the Pſalmiſt, after he had ſaid, that 
the World ſhould periſh, he. preſently adds, by way 


of Explanation, and, as it were, demonſtratively, 


that is to ſay, T hey ſhall wax old as a Garment, and . 


as a Veſture thou ſhalt change them. Sr. Peter allo, 
when he had faid, tliat the Heavens ſhowld paſs away, 
and the Earth ſhould be burnt up, yet, faith he, we ex- 
pe&t a new Heaven and a new Earth ; that is, that 
the Figure and Form of the Firſt ſhould be retin'd 
and purifi'd to receive _ refhin'd and purift'd Bo- 

dies 
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(12) | 
dies that were to poſſels them. Otherwiſe, it would 
be an Abſurdity to believe, that God ſhould create 
new Heavens and a new Earth, to receive old Crea- 
tures : there being nothing farther requiſite, but that 
as the Creatures were retin'd, ſo their Habitations 
ſhould be purifi'd. | 

By the way, St. Peter ſayes, that the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent Heat. Certainly he mult in- 
tend only the Elements of Earth, Water and Air. 
Now what Element is that which ſhall melt the 
Fire ? which being an Element ro which Morta- 
lity owes as many of its prevailing and obſtinate 
Sins, and miſcarriages of Paſſion, as any other, has 
as much need of being melted as any other ? A 
man might raiſe from hence many more Quclti- 
ons upon the whole Verſe. I ſhall only put rwo 
Queſtions , which I think may be done without any 
offence. Firſt, Whether in this particular Verle it 
may not be thought a kind of Paradox it felf, that 
Air and Water ſhould be melted by Fire ? Se- 
condly, Whether it be a thing neceffary to In- 
ſpiration to be ſo nice in the choice of Words, 
and, as it were, vacare exiguis © However it be, 
certainly a fairer Argument could not be made 
for our Aſſertion, inregard that Liquefaion or Metr- 
ing is no Annihilation, but onely a Diſſolution, arid 
change of the Form and Figure of the Subſtance, 
hable ro fuch an Alteration. | 

Now, as to that of the Evangeliſt, where it is 
written, that the Heavens and Earth ſhall paſs away, 
but my Wards ſball not paſs away ; it is no more, 


, than 
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than if he had faid, though the Heaven and tite 
Earth ſhall be chang'd, yet my words ſhall con- 
tinue certain and unalterable. Or <«{lle, as others 
expound this place, it ought to be underitood by 
way of Aggravation, and to imprint a greater Af- 
ſurance of the Verity-of the Word oft God, as 
as if he had faid, Rather the Heavens and the Earth 
ſhall paſs away than my words. 

To delcend from hence to particulars, and to 
give an Anſwer to the above-recired Arguments. 
As to the firſt, [ ſay, that the ceaſing of the Gene- 
ration of mix'd Bodies is no reaſon why the World 
ſhould be ' unprofitable after the Day of Judg- 
ment, in regard that the New World is not made 
for Generation but for Reception : For it is the Cor- 
ruption of mix'd Bodies that renders it more un- 
equally - uſeful than the Generation of mix'd Bodies : 
For our own-knowledge ſhews us, that were men 


4 


now Immortal, there would -be no need of Genera- 


tion ;\ fince we find by Experience that there: ſtill 
are enow alive at one time, and that one Generati- 
on ſuffices to' People the World, and more fome- 
times than - the! Northern! Parts of the World can 
bear. And for'thole mnum:rable numbers of Saints 
already departed, and yet to pals: their Pilgrimages 
in this. World G who Crown vhk R nels. 1 = y 
be requiſite,” and how far this World ' may be ule- 
ful when refin'd. Nay 'the Revelation it (elf tells 
us, thar the new Fernſalem-(hall be adorn'd with the pu- 
rit'd Macerials of this very World ; as Saphirs, Sma- 
ragdys, Emralds, and the "like, being parts of this 

-* | World, 


WW _— x _- -— - 2 _— 


> 
+> 
, 
t- 
o 


(14) 
World, demonſtrate, that the World is to be puri- 
fd onely, not deſtroy d. 

As to the ſecond Argument, That T7 ime would 
continue, ſhould the World remain, that Suppoli- 
tion does not follow ; for T ime is not causd by the 
Being of the V Vorld, but by the Motion of the 
Sun, and the other Celeſtial Bodies : So that, if it 
be prov'd that the Celeſtial Bodies ſhall then ſtand 
{till and be fix'd, as being then ordain'd for no 0- 
ther Ulſe, but to be the der to receive the 
all-enlightning Glory that is hereafter to illuminate 
the new-refined Structures of Heaveri and Earth, 
Time mult of neceſſity ceaſe, becauſe the Motion 
which it meaſures ceaſes. And this ſeems to be in- 
timated by the Prophet Iſaiah, who does not utter- 
ly deſtroy either Sun or Moon, but ſayes, they ſhall 
neither 7iſe nor ſet, becauſe the Lord ſhall be the ever- 
laſting Light of his new-refined worlds. Nay, 66 
far ſhall the Sn and Moon be from being deſtroy'd, 
as the ſame Prophet fayes, that then the Xo ſhall be 
as the Light of the Sun, and the Light of the Sun ſhall 
be ſeven-fold, Iſaiah 3o. 26: By which number of 
Seven-fold, we are to underſtand the moſt perfe& 
Brightnels which ſhall be convey'd through thoſe Or- 
gans, to the Ancient but glorifid Inhabitants of the 
Old but Glorifid Heaven and Earth. 

As to the third Argument, That becauſe the 
World had a Beginning it muſt therefore have 
an End, it is a very ill Concluſion ; For both the 
Angels and our Souls, nay, the very Humanity of Chriſt 
ad a Beginning, and yet we dare not believe they 
ſhall ever have an End. In 


| 


| (15) 
Tn the laſt place, there is ſomething of Reaſon to 
be given, why neither the Heavens, nor the Sam, nor 
the Moon ſhould paſs away, otherwite than by ſuffering 
a Change : For, it. it be: ſuch a lovely ProſpeR; and 
ſo inciting to the Praiſes of God, to behold thoſe 
reat Wonders of, the Great Creator. at ſucha di- 
_— and with an imperfe&t Eye ; What: will it 
be. to thoſe renewed Creatures, when : they ſhall 
behold thoſe aſtoniſhing Miracles of their God and 
Redeemer with ſuch, a full, ſo near, and ſuch a perfe&t 


View $512 deringe zi 1:9 dy; 
,: To go a little farther, and dive a little: deeper 
to this Matter; If the World were to be-entirely 
deſtroy'd, .and confum'd by Fire, where muſt *the 
Bodies'of men be at. that very moment, which are then 
to be raisd and 'rejoyn'd -to their: Souls ? - where 
thoſe numbers of corporeal Saints. that ſhall be liv- 
ing at.that time, and ſhall,” in all probability, ne- 
ver taſte of Death ? For certainly they muſt be 
in ſome certain place, Place, being no other than the 
interiour Surface of a Body that contains and environs 
another. _ con | 

And again, Where will be that Reſidence in the 
Heavens, that has been ſo often promisd to the 
Saints, if there ſhould be no more Heavens? In what 
part of the World ſhall Hell be plac'd, with which 
the Reprobate are fo often threatned, if there were to 
be no more World. For it cannot be imagin'd but 
that Hell is a part of the Univerſe ; Some vaſt Abyfs 
as far diſtant from the Comfort of the Sun, as the 
Sun is below the Ms Extent of Divine 

Glo. 
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Glory : and yet within the Verge and Circumſcri 
tion of the created Maſs. For, as the Fall of the 
Angels could not but be fore-ſeen, fo the Place of 
their deſtruction could not be unprepard. | 


So then, upon the whole, I ſay, that there is nd 
Authoriry to be gathered out of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, that the Sulflance and Being ' of the Word 


ſhall periſh, but that onely the Figure and Accidents 


thereof ſhall be chang d, For which; St. John, in his 
Revelation, writing upon this particular Subje&t, gives 
us a molt apparent Evidence in the one and twentieth 
Chapter, where he ſayes, And Þ heard a woice from 
Heaven, ſaying, the T abernacle of God # with a 
and be "ill eel with them. W hich plainly denotes, 
that Men ſhall not change their Habitation, but thac 
Chriſt will rather condeſcend to refide and dwell with 
them. Onely, faid he that fate upon the Throne, Bez 
bold, I make all things new, that is, by Renovation, not 
by Creation; for that the Original implies, aw aus 
nes, I make, not I create, all things new. And the 
word «ar, ſignifies innovare aliquid novum in re qua- 
piam, not to annihilate, and create again. 

St. Jerom allo interprets the words of the Pſalmilt iri 
the ſame ſenſe, Pſalm 102. It x eaſre, faith he, to judge, 
that theſe words do declare and fore-tell, not an entire Ru- 
inc, but only a better change. St. Auſtin is alſo of 
Opinion, that the laſt Fire ſhall only burn and con- 
ſume mix'd Bodies ( thoſe of men excepted which are 
deſtin'd ro Immortality ; ) for that, as for the Ele& 
of God, the Fire ſhall have no more power to hurt 


them 


: 
: 
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them, than it had to injure the three Children in the 


fiery Furnace : Neither ſhall it conſume the Bodies - 


of the damned, nor their Souls, much leſs the more 
ſolid Subſtance of the Earth. And thele are the Rea- 
ſons and Authorities which incline me to believe that 
the World ſhall not be totally conſumed, but onely 


purify'd by Fire; and which I do not find to be con- 
trary to any Article of our Creed. 


FINIS 
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